Since the success of soft gold work depends materially on the form or preparation in which the gold is made up, I desire to offer in this paper a few brief suggestions with reference to this feature of the work.
The quality of non-cohesion is the soul of the soft gold. It is the stone, so to speak, which the builders have disallowed.
Its non-cohesion is due in a measure to a structureless unit or crystal and is that quality which admits of the folds and surfaces doubled upon each other, sliding upon each other. And that quality which prevents cohesion of these surfaces, while the softness of cohesive gold is due to a perfect unit or crystal, and is that quality which from aggregated attraction causes union and welding of the molecule.
Soft gold can be condensed to a hurtful extent, i.e., overcondensed. And while we must value the quality of noncohesion, we must realize at the same time that condensed to its ultimate density, we produce less than the best results, and tend to loosen our fillings rather than leave the joints hermetically sealed. Soft gold is therefore at its best when left at a point less than its greatest density. This may be true also of cohesive gold.
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